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CATV RESPONSE

CABLE FEDERATION
SPEAK ON

REGULATORY
FRAMEWORK

The Regulatory Framework for Broadcast
&Cable Services mooted by TRAI has received
feedback from various stakeholders from the

industry. Scatmag presents the the views of the
India Digital Cable Federation (AIDCF). The

Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (Trai) has
once again extended the deadline for the

implementation of the new broadcast sector tariff
regulations —commonly known as NTO 2.0 —

by almost six months, to November 30th.

The All India Digital Cable Federation (AIDCF) has
urged the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) to
extend the MRP cap to linear channels
that are available on over-the-top
(OTT) platforms. The federation has
sought a Rs 12 cap on all pay channels
irrespective of genre.

Providing rationale behind the
demand for extending MRP to linear
channels on OTT platforms, the
AIDCF said that the cable and direct-to-home (DTH)
platforms are seeing a consistent decline in their subscriber
base due to the change in consumption habits of the
consumers.

Q4. Please provide your comments on following points
with justifications and details:

A. Should channel prices in bouquet be
homogeneous? If yes, what should be an
appropriate criteria for ensuring homogeneity
in pricing the channels to be part of same
bouquet?

B. If no, what measures should be taken to ensure
an effective a la carte choice which can be made
available to consumers without being
susceptible to perverse pricing of bouquets?

C. Should the maximum retail price of an a-la-carte

inayaamak Z,aMcao prinayaamak Z,aMcao prinayaamak Z,aMcao prinayaamak Z,aMcao prinayaamak Z,aMcao pr
kobala foDroSana ka $Kkobala foDroSana ka $Kkobala foDroSana ka $Kkobala foDroSana ka $Kkobala foDroSana ka $K
T/a[- Wara p̀staivat p̀saarNa AaOr kobala saovaaAaoM ko ilae

inayaamak Z,aMcao kao ]Vaoga ko ivaiBanna ihtQaarkaoM sao p̀itiËyaa
imalaI hO.skOTmaOga¸ Aâla [MiDyaa iDijaTla kobala foDroSana

³eAa[-DIsaIef´ ihtQaarkaoM sao ivacaaraoM ka p̀stut kr rha hO.
BaartIya dUrsaMcaar inayaamak p`aiQakrNa ³T/a[-´ nao ek baar
ifr sao nayao p̀saarNa xao~ ko TOirf inayamaaoM ko kayaa-nvayana kI

samaya saImaa kao lagaBaga Ch mahInao baZ,akr 30 navaMbar kr idyaa
hO̧  ijasao AamataOr pr enaTIAao 2º0 ko $p maoM jaanaa jaata hO.

Aa^la [MiDyaa iDijaTla kobala foDroSana ³eAa[-DIsaIef´ nao
BaartIya dUrsaMcaar inayaamak p`aiQakrNa ³T/a[-´ sao emaAarpI kOp kao
Aaovar–d–Ta^p ³AaoTITI´ PlaoTfa^ma- pr ]plabQa ilainayar caOnalaao M

tk baZ,anao ka Aaga`h ikyaa hO.foDroSana nao
saBaI po caOnalaaoM pr 12 Épyao kI saImaa kI
maaMga kI hO¸ caaho vah iksaI BaI trh ka
caOnala hao.

AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma- pr ilainayar caOnalaaoM
ko ilae emaAarpI baZ,anao kI maaMga ko pICo
tk- p`dana krto hue¸ eAa[-DIsaIef nao kha

ik ]pBaao@taAaoM kI Kpt ko AadtaoM maoM badlaava ko karNa kobala AaOr
Da^yaro@T–TU–haoma ³DITIeca´ PlaoTfa^ma- Apnao ga`ahk AaQaar maoM lagaatar
igaravaT doK rho hOM.

p `4ºp `4ºp `4ºp `4ºp `4º kRpyaa Aa O ica%ya Aa Or ivavarNa ko saaqa inamnailaiKtkRpyaa Aa O ica%ya Aa Or ivavarNa ko saaqa inamnailaiKtkRpyaa Aa O ica%ya Aa Or ivavarNa ko saaqa inamnailaiKtkRpyaa Aa O ica%ya Aa Or ivavarNa ko saaqa inamnailaiKtkRpyaa Aa O ica%ya Aa Or ivavarNa ko saaqa inamnailaiKt
iba Md uAao M pr ApnaI iTPpNaI do M:iba Md uAao M pr ApnaI iTPpNaI do M:iba Md uAao M pr ApnaI iTPpNaI do M:iba Md uAao M pr ApnaI iTPpNaI do M:iba Md uAao M pr ApnaI iTPpNaI do M:
e ºe ºe ºe ºe º @yaa bauko maoM caOnalaaoM kI kImatoM sajaatIya haonaI caaiheÆ@yaa bauko maoM caOnalaaoM kI kImatoM sajaatIya haonaI caaiheÆ@yaa bauko maoM caOnalaaoM kI kImatoM sajaatIya haonaI caaiheÆ@yaa bauko maoM caOnalaaoM kI kImatoM sajaatIya haonaI caaiheÆ@yaa bauko maoM caOnalaaoM kI kImatoM sajaatIya haonaI caaiheÆ

yaid haM¸ tao caOnalaaoM ko ek hI bauko ka ihssaa bananaoyaid haM¸ tao caOnalaaoM ko ek hI bauko ka ihssaa bananaoyaid haM¸ tao caOnalaaoM ko ek hI bauko ka ihssaa bananaoyaid haM¸ tao caOnalaaoM ko ek hI bauko ka ihssaa bananaoyaid haM¸ tao caOnalaaoM ko ek hI bauko ka ihssaa bananao
ko ilae maUlya inaQaa-rNa mao M ek$pta sauinaiScat krnaoko ilae maUlya inaQaa-rNa mao M ek$pta sauinaiScat krnaoko ilae maUlya inaQaa-rNa mao M ek$pta sauinaiScat krnaoko ilae maUlya inaQaa-rNa mao M ek$pta sauinaiScat krnaoko ilae maUlya inaQaa-rNa mao M ek$pta sauinaiScat krnao
ko ilae ek ]pyau@t maanadMD @yaa ha onaa caaiheÆko ilae ek ]pyau@t maanadMD @yaa ha onaa caaiheÆko ilae ek ]pyau@t maanadMD @yaa ha onaa caaiheÆko ilae ek ]pyau@t maanadMD @yaa ha onaa caaiheÆko ilae ek ]pyau@t maanadMD @yaa ha onaa caaiheÆ
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sa u inaiScat krna o ko ilae @yaa ]paya ikya o jaana osa u inaiScat krna o ko ilae @yaa ]paya ikya o jaana osa u inaiScat krna o ko ilae @yaa ]paya ikya o jaana osa u inaiScat krna o ko ilae @yaa ]paya ikya o jaana osa u inaiScat krna o ko ilae @yaa ]paya ikya o jaana o
caaihe jaa o ]pBaa o@taAao M kao ba uko ko ivakRt ma Ulyacaaihe jaa o ]pBaa o@taAao M kao ba uko ko ivakRt ma Ulyacaaihe jaa o ]pBaa o@taAao M kao ba uko ko ivakRt ma Ulyacaaihe jaa o ]pBaa o@taAao M kao ba uko ko ivakRt ma Ulyacaaihe jaa o ]pBaa o@taAao M kao ba uko ko ivakRt ma Ulya
inaQaa -rNa ko p `it sa Mva odnaSaIla h ue ibanaa ]plabQainaQaa -rNa ko p `it sa Mva odnaSaIla h ue ibanaa ]plabQainaQaa -rNa ko p `it sa Mva odnaSaIla h ue ibanaa ]plabQainaQaa -rNa ko p `it sa Mva odnaSaIla h ue ibanaa ]plabQainaQaa -rNa ko p `it sa Mva odnaSaIla h ue ibanaa ]plabQa
kraya o jaa sakoÆkrayao jaa sakoÆkrayao jaa sakoÆkrayao jaa sakoÆkrayao jaa sakoÆ

s a Iºs a Iºs a Iºs a Iºs a Iº @yaa ba uk o banaana o vaala o e–laa ^–kaTo - p o ca O nala ka@yaa ba uk o banaana o vaala o e–laa ^–kaTo - p o ca O nala ka@yaa ba uk o banaana o vaala o e–laa ^–kaTo - p o ca O nala ka@yaa ba uk o banaana o vaala o e–laa ^–kaTo - p o ca O nala ka@yaa ba uk o banaana o vaala o e–laa ^–kaTo - p o ca O nala ka
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pay channel forming bouquet be capped with
reference to average prices of all pay channels
forming the same bouquet? If so, what should
be the relationship between capped maximum
price of an a-la-carte channel forming the
bouquet and average price of all the pay
channels in that bouquet? Or else, suggest any
other methodology by which relationship
between the two can be established and
consumer choice is not distorted.

AIDCF Response:

i. In addition to our aforementioned response to
question no. 3, the view of AIDCF is that the basic
issue that needs to be understood is that consumer
demand is based on “content”. Homogeneity in a
bouquet should not only seen as homogeneity in
prices, but more importantly homogeneity in content
– considering the India’s social, cultural and
demographic diversity. The channel carrying the
popular content like a TV show or a particular sports
programme will drive the consumer selection.

ii. The broadcasters are controlling the
MRP of the channels and the
response of the broadcasters to the
conditions imposed by TRAI on the
formulation of bouquet has been to
overprice a channel out of the
bouquet, knowing well that the
consumer that is already accustomed
to particular content will subscribe
that channel.

iii. Therefore to truly protect consumer choice it is
important to ensure a capping of price of any TV
channel so that the popular channels remain within
the affordable range for consumers who wish to access
them. The change in the market place is that the
broadcasters are no longer directly concerned with
the loss in subscribership in the cable TV platforms so
long as they can capture the customer in the alternative
OTT platform services that they are providing directly.

iv. The question of homogeneity of the bouquet will
become less important if the TRAI accepts the
recommendation to cap MRP of channels at INR 12/-
per channel, which is the need of the hour for
protecting the broadcasting and cable TV industry in
India.

AiQaktma Kudra ma Ulya ek hI ba uko banaana o vaala oAiQaktma Kudra ma Ulya ek hI ba uko banaana o vaala oAiQaktma Kudra ma Ulya ek hI ba uko banaana o vaala oAiQaktma Kudra ma Ulya ek hI ba uko banaana o vaala oAiQaktma Kudra ma Ulya ek hI ba uko banaana o vaala o
saBaI po caOnalaaoM kI AaOsat kImataoM ko saMdBa- maoM saIimatsaBaI po caOnalaaoM kI AaOsat kImataoM ko saMdBa- maoM saIimatsaBaI po caOnalaaoM kI AaOsat kImataoM ko saMdBa- maoM saIimatsaBaI po caOnalaaoM kI AaOsat kImataoM ko saMdBa- maoM saIimatsaBaI po caOnalaaoM kI AaOsat kImataoM ko saMdBa- maoM saIimat
haonaa caaiheÆyaid haM¸ tao bauko banaanao vaalao e–laa^–haonaa caaiheÆyaid haM¸ tao bauko banaanao vaalao e–laa^–haonaa caaiheÆyaid haM¸ tao bauko banaanao vaalao e–laa^–haonaa caaiheÆyaid haM¸ tao bauko banaanao vaalao e–laa^–haonaa caaiheÆyaid haM¸ tao bauko banaanao vaalao e–laa^–
kaTo - caOnala kI AiQaktma kImat AaOr ]sa bauko mao MkaTo - caOnala kI AiQaktma kImat AaOr ]sa bauko mao MkaTo - caOnala kI AiQaktma kImat AaOr ]sa bauko mao MkaTo - caOnala kI AiQaktma kImat AaOr ]sa bauko mao MkaTo - caOnala kI AiQaktma kImat AaOr ]sa bauko mao M
saBaI po caOnalaao M ko AaOsat maUlya ko baIca @yaa saMbaMQasaBaI po caOnalaao M ko AaOsat maUlya ko baIca @yaa saMbaMQasaBaI po caOnalaao M ko AaOsat maUlya ko baIca @yaa saMbaMQasaBaI po caOnalaao M ko AaOsat maUlya ko baIca @yaa saMbaMQasaBaI po caOnalaao M ko AaOsat maUlya ko baIca @yaa saMbaMQa
ha o n a a caaiheÆAqavaa ka o[ - Anya pwit sa uJaa[ya oha o n a a caaiheÆAqavaa ka o[ - Anya pwit sa uJaa[ya oha o n a a caaiheÆAqavaa ka o[ - Anya pwit sa uJaa[ya oha o n a a caaiheÆAqavaa ka o[ - Anya pwit sa uJaa[ya oha o n a a caaiheÆAqavaa ka o[ - Anya pwit sa uJaa[ya o
ijasasao daonaao M ko baIca saMbaMQa sqaaipt ikyaa jaa sakoijasasao daonaao M ko baIca saMbaMQa sqaaipt ikyaa jaa sakoijasasao daonaao M ko baIca saMbaMQa sqaaipt ikyaa jaa sakoijasasao daonaao M ko baIca saMbaMQa sqaaipt ikyaa jaa sakoijasasao daonaao M ko baIca saMbaMQa sqaaipt ikyaa jaa sako
AaOr ]pBaa o@ta kI psaMd ivakRt na hao.AaOr ]pBaa o@ta kI psaMd ivakRt na hao.AaOr ]pBaa o@ta kI psaMd ivakRt na hao.AaOr ]pBaa o@ta kI psaMd ivakRt na hao.AaOr ]pBaa o@ta kI psaMd ivakRt na hao.

eAa[-DIsaIef p`itiËyaaeAa[-DIsaIef p`itiËyaaeAa[-DIsaIef p`itiËyaaeAa[-DIsaIef p`itiËyaaeAa[-DIsaIef p`itiËyaa
1º p`Sna saM#yaa 3 ko ilae hmaaro ]prao@t ]<ar ko Alaavaa¸

eAa[-DIsaIef ka ivacaar yah hO ik maUla mau_o kao samaJanao kI
ja$rt hO ik ]pBaao@ta maaMga ‘saamaga`I’ pr AaQaairt hO.ek bauko
maoM ek$pta kao na kovala kImataoM maoM ek$pta ko $p maoM doKa
jaanaa caaihe¸ bailk [sasao BaI mah%vapUNa- baat yah hO ik saamaga`I maoM
ek$pta Baart kI saamaaijak¸ saaMskRitk AaOr janasaaMi#yakIya
ivaivaQata kao Qyaana maoM rKto hue.TIvaI Saao yaa iksaI ivaSaoYa Kola
kaya-Ëma jaOsaI laaokip`ya saamaga`I kao p`saairt krnao vaalaa caOnala

]pBaao@ta cayana kao Aagao baZ,ayaogaa.
2º p`saark caOnalaaoM kI emaAarpI kao inayaMi~t kr
rho hOM AaOr bauko ko inamaa-Na pr T/a[- Wara lagaayao ga[-
Satao-M ko ilae p`saarkaoM kI p`itiËyaa ek caOnala kao
bauko sao baahr krnao ko ilae hO̧  yah AcCI trh sao
jaanato hue ik ]pBaao@ta jaao ik phlao sao hI ivaSaoYa
saamaga`I ka AadI hO.]sa caOnala kao sabsaËa[ba kro.
3º [sailae ]pBaao@taAaoM kI psaMd kao sahI maayanao

maoM saurixat rKnao ko ilae iksaI BaI TIvaI caOnala kI kImat kI
kOipMga sauinaiScat krnaa mah%vapUNa- hO taik laaokip`ya caOnala ]na
]pBaao@taAaoM ko ilae sastI saImaa ko BaItr rho jaao ]na tk
phuMcanaa caahto hOM.baajaar sqala maoM badlaava yah hO ik p`saark Aba
saIQao taOr pr kobala TIvaI PlaoTfa^ma- maoM ga`ahk saM#yaa maoM kmaI sao
saMbaMiQat nahIM hO̧  jaba tk ik vao vaOkilpk AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma-
saovaaAaoM maoM ga`ahk kao pkD, sakto hOM jaao yao saovaa saIQao p`dana kr
rho hOM.

4º bauko kI ek$pta ka p`Sna kma mah%vapUNa- hao jaayaogaa yaid
T/a[- caOnalaaoM kI emaAarpI kao 12É p`it caOnala pr saIimat krnao
kI isafairSa kao svaIkar kr laota hO̧  jaao ik Baart maoM p`saarNa
AaOr kobala TIvaI ]Vaoga kI saurxaa ko ilae samaya kI AavaSyakta
hO.
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v. As per AIDCF, twin conditions methodology
prescribed in current regulation is sufficient to define
the relationship between pricing of a la carte and
bouquet price of channel. Further, homogeneity in
content will help in curtailing skewed bouquet pricing
vs a la carte pricing.

vi. There should also be cap on inclusion of any single
channel in the bouquets offered by the Broadcasters.
Any single channel shall not be part of more than 10
bouquets offered by the broadcasters.

Q5. Should any other condition be prescribed for
ensuring that a bouquet contains channels with
homogeneous prices?
Please provide your comments with justifications.

AIDCF Response:
See answer to Q.4

5º eAa[-DIsaIef ko Anausaar¸ maaOjaUda inayamana maoM inaQaa-irt jauD,vaa
Satao-M kI pwit e–laa^–kaTo- ko maUlya inaQaa-rNa AaOr caOnala ko
bauko maUlya ko baIca saMbaMQa kao pirBaaiYat krnao ko ilae pyaa-Pt
hO.[sako Alaavaa saamaga`I maoM ek$pta sao e–laa^–kaTo- maUlya inaQaa-
rNa banaama ivaYama bauko maUlya inaQaa-rNa kao kma krnao maoM madd
imalaogaI.

6º p`saark Wara Aa^fr ikyao jaanao vaalao bauko maoM iksaI ek caOnala kao
Saaimala krnao kI saImaa BaI haonaI caaihe.kao[- BaI ekla caOnala
p`saarkaoM Wara poSa ikyao jaanao vaalao 10 sao AiQak bauko ka ihssaa
nahIM haogaa.

p`5º p `5º p `5º p `5º p `5º @yaa yah sa u inaiScat krna o ko ilae ka o[ - Anya Sat -@yaa yah sa u inaiScat krna o ko ilae ka o[ - Anya Sat -@yaa yah sa u inaiScat krna o ko ilae ka o[ - Anya Sat -@yaa yah sa u inaiScat krna o ko ilae ka o[ - Anya Sat -@yaa yah sa u inaiScat krna o ko ilae ka o[ - Anya Sat -
inaQaa -irt kI jaanaI caaihe ik ba uko ma o M samaana kImata o MinaQaa -irt kI jaanaI caaihe ik ba uko ma o M samaana kImata o MinaQaa -irt kI jaanaI caaihe ik ba uko ma o M samaana kImata o MinaQaa -irt kI jaanaI caaihe ik ba uko ma o M samaana kImata o MinaQaa -irt kI jaanaI caaihe ik ba uko ma o M samaana kImata o M
vaala o ca Onala ha o MÆkRpyaa ApnaI iTPpiNayaa o M kao AaOica%yavaala o ca Onala ha o MÆkRpyaa ApnaI iTPpiNayaa o M kao AaOica%yavaala o ca Onala ha o MÆkRpyaa ApnaI iTPpiNayaa o M kao AaOica%yavaala o ca Onala ha o MÆkRpyaa ApnaI iTPpiNayaa o M kao AaOica%yavaala o ca Onala ha o MÆkRpyaa ApnaI iTPpiNayaa o M kao AaOica%ya
ko saaqa p`dana kro M.ko saaqa p`dana kro M.ko saaqa p`dana kro M.ko saaqa p`dana kro M.ko saaqa p`dana kro M.

eAa[-DIsaIef p`itiËyaaeAa[-DIsaIef p`itiËyaaeAa[-DIsaIef p`itiËyaaeAa[-DIsaIef p`itiËyaaeAa[-DIsaIef p`itiËyaa
p`Sna 4 ka ]<ar doKoM
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